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MISSION, VISION, VALUES
As of February 1, 2025, The Vilna Shul, Boston’s Center for 
Jewish Culture (The Vilna), and the Jewish Arts Collaborative 
(JArts™) officially joined together to elevate and expand 
access to Jewish culture and community across Greater 
Boston. To reflect our shared outcomes, we revised our 
mission and vision.

OUR MISSION
We are a cultural hub centered in a historic synagogue building in 
downtown Boston. Our mission is to spark excitement and curiosity about 
Jewish arts and culture and our American immigrant story through vibrant 
and meaningful experiences.

OUR VISION
Our vision is to be a place where arts, culture, tradition and ideas 
power personal connections, community and the pursuit of a more 
inclusive society.

OUR VALUES
Welcoming and Inviting Guided by the Jewish value of welcoming the 
stranger, The Vilna is inclusive and open to people of all backgrounds. We 
believe that we must do and act with kindness and respect for everyone.

History and Tradition Rooted in ancient traditions, Jewish culture 
continues to evolve. The Vilna brings people together to learn about this 
ever changing story as it is unfolding.

Meaning and Relevance It is in our nature as humans to seek meaning 
and purpose in our lives. The Vilna identifies and organizes experiences 
that are timely and compelling to help people better understand 
themselves and the world they live in.

Belonging and Connection No matter our stage in life, we need to feel 
that we are part of something larger. We provide opportunities for shared 
experiences to help ground you, combat loneliness and lift you up in 
moments of both joy and sadness.

Creativity and Ideas The arts offer new avenues for discovery and 
learning. By introducing inspired and out-of-the-box experiences, we 
cultivate memorable moments that spark reflection and growth.

Annual Voices of Humanity 
Concert: Boston’s annual interfaith 
concert featured Zamir Chorale, 
the Boston Community Gospel 
Choir, and Convivium Musicum, 
delighting audiences and 
culminating in a community-wide 
singalong.

The exterior of our historic 
synagogue building located 
on Beacon Hill.

Our connection to CJP 
x Vilna Community 
Creative Fellows doesn’t 
end at graduation. We 
continue to collaborate 
with and empower 
alumni like Rachel 
Linsky, who assembled 
a dance troupe for a 
Hanukkah performance 
at the MFA.
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On the cover:
A Yiddish Classic Brought to Life A one-
of-a-kind, site specific performance of The 
Yiddish Sherlock Holmes. Translator and 
stage actor Mikhl Yashinsky, accompanied  
by the Abigale Resiman Trio, turned our 
historic sanctuary into a bustling street of 
old-world Europe.



FY 2025 FINANCIALS

Operating Expenses

Programming	 $1,046,000

Strategy & Impact	 667,000

Community Engagement	 343,000

Management & Administration	 163,000

Fundraising & Marketing	 151,000

Total                                                   $2,370,000

18%

11%

10%

7%

54%

Operating Revenue

Individual Giving	 $1,114,000

Grants & Foundation Support	 1,040,000

Programs, Tours, & Rentals	 146,000

Other	 70,000

Total	  $2,370,000

47%44%

6%

3%

44%

28%

15%

7%

6%
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2025 was a year of expansion. On February 1, Jewish Arts 
Collaborative officially joined The Vilna, bringing two beloved 
Boston institutions together under one mission: to spark curiosity 
about Jewish arts, culture, and the American immigrant story.

That growth showed up all year long. We had our first ever live 
recording of a podcast with Harvard President Alan Garber and 
Shalom Hartman Institute President Yehuda Kurtzer. Our historic 
tours doubled in frequency, welcoming more visitors to Beacon 
Hill’s Jewish history than ever before. We opened new exhibits, 
including Torah in the Tarot and Printed and Stitched in Time, 
and carried Jewish culture beyond our own walls, with a musical 
Hanukkah parade at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. None of 
this happens without you. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, 
funders, and partners, we closed FY2025 with $2.37M in  
operating revenue, a 92% increase over the previous year, the 
majority of which went directly toward programming and  
community engagement.

Looking ahead to 2026, we’re excited to launch a new partnership 
with the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, opening with a special 
exhibit and public program series centered on The Book of Esther 
in the Age of Rembrandt. We’re also laying the groundwork for an 
ambitious effort to restore and revitalize our historic synagogue 
building, ensuring The Vilna’s home continues to serve this 
community for generations to come. We’re grateful to build this 
next chapter with you.

Dalit Horn
Chief Executive Officer	

Amy McKeag
Board President

THE VILNA
DEAR FRIENDS OF
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2025 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

CJP X VILNA COMMUNITY 
CREATIVE FELLOWS IN ACTION
Musician, actor, and 2024 Community Creative 
Fellow alum Neta Weiner performed his 
multilingual Jewish-Arab hip-hop project to 
open the Only Arab Art Museum in Israel event 
with Director Said Abu Shakra.

COOKING 
DEMONSTRATION 
BRINGS JEWISH 
BAKERY FAVORITE
Food stylist Rachel Michael led 
participants in making their own 
black and white cookies.

BOOK LAUNCH PARTY
Chefs Ben Siman-Tov and Zikki Siman-Tov 
celebrated the launch of their cookbook, Eat 
Small Plates, with a cooking demonstration 
and conversation at The Vilna.

OUR FIRST 
LIVE PODCAST 
RECORDING
Yehuda Kurtzer, President 
of the Shalom Hartman 
Institute, and Alan Garber, 
President of Harvard 
University, gathered 
at The Vilna for a live 
recording of the Identity/
Crisis Podcast, a first for 
The Vilna.

FAMILIES WITH  
YOUNG CHILDREN
Musician and 2024 Community Creative 
Fellow AJ Rubin performed for a packed 
crowd of families and young children at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.
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2025 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

PRINTED AND STITCHED IN TIME:  
STORIES OF UNDAUNTED WOMEN
Made possible by our expanded exhibit offerings  
in 2025, Sandra Mayo’s exhibit tells the story of  
two Holocaust survivors who immigrated to 
Argentina, only to face further loss in the  
country’s “Dirty War.”

HANUKKAH AT THE MFA
This annual celebration featured a 
joyous musical parade through the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, led by 
musicians from the Boston Festival of 
New Jewish Music.

HANUKKAH A CAPPELLA
Berkalit performed for a sold-out 
crowd at the annual Hanukkah A 
Cappella Concert.

THE DYBBUK 
RETURNS
Back by popular demand, 
The Dybbuk returned to 
The Vilna for an encore 
performance.

TORAH IN THE TAROT
Visitors explored the Jewish origins of the tarot in this first-
time exhibit from theorist and author Stav Appel, which 
went on to tour widely after debuting at The Vilna.

WALKING TOURS EXPLORE  
HISTORIC JEWISH BOSTON
Tours of historic Jewish Beacon Hill begin at The Vilna. Due to their 
popularity, the number of tours doubled in 2025, now taking place  
twice per month. 



Bonnie Margulies
Mary Marshall
Evvajean Mintz
Marianne and Kenneth Novack
Marion and Robert Pollack
Daniella and Skyler  
	 Priebatsch Place
Melinda and James Rabb
Elizabeth and Stephen Rosen
David Rosenberg  
	 and Lorna Skrivanos
Eileen Samuels
Margaret Shukur
Jennifer and Seth Stier
Sandy and Jack Swartz
Robert Wexler

$500+
Anonymous
Nonprofit Security Grant Program
Rita and Leonard Adelson
Monica Adler
Dalit Ballen Horn and Daniel Horn
Elaine Barlas
Carol and Kenneth Bello
Peggy Lowenstein  
	 and Steve Berez
Diane and Fredrick Berk
Anne and Roger Berman
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Anna Clementi and Family
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Mr. John Houston  
	 and Ms. Katherine Read
Sue and Gary Jacobson
Margaret Jacobson-Sive
Elizabeth and Dan Jick
Maurice Joffe
Mr. Mark Kiefer
Robert Kleinberg
Hope  Krakoff

Sandra and Gary Kramer
Joan Krizack and Andre Mayer
Elyse and Dan Kurzberg
Ms. Ellen Beth Lande
Susana Lopez and Douglas Levin
Ellen Levine
Lawrence Lieb
Ms. Wendy Liebow
Nancy Litcoff
Larry Marks
Yarden Fraiman and  
	 Sam Mendoza de Fraiman
Jordan Michaels
Patricia and Greg Mintz
Lee Murnick
Kathlyn Marie and Daniel Osborn
Philadelphia Insurance Company
Marsha and Loyd Pimperl
Jonathan Plaut
Lorraine Bigrigg  
	 and Gianfranco Pocobene
Ellen and Walter Poor
Benjamin Presskreischer
Richard  Primack
Barbara and Frank Resnek
Cynthia Rubin and David Rodgers
Jo and Stanley Rutstein
Ms. Allison Ryder
Mike Samuels
Magda and Gregg Schmalz
Anthony Schwartz
Mr. Erich and Mrs. Debra Shigley
Rabbi Jodi Seewald Smith  
	 and Mr. Adam Smith
Raymond Stephens
Myles Striar
Hal Tepfer
Penny and Richard Thurer
Dana and Josef Volman
Marissa and Zachary Wainwright
Andrea Waldstein
Lisa and Neil Wallack
Barbara Freedman Wand and 
Mitchell Wand
Atty. Barry Weisman
Laura and Kenneth Wernick
Candice and Howard Wolk

$180+
Roberta and Richard Bauer
Julie and Bruce Berger
Judith Wolf and Howard Eisen
Linda Adler Gorfine
Margo Howard
Marc and Joanne Jacobs
Helene Korn
Donna and Gerald Kramer

Laura Mandel
Samuel Mendales
Tandee Newman
Shelley Sackett
Carol and Steven Targum
Robin Weinberger

Under $180
Lucy Aptekar
Roberta  Aronson
Karen Arsenault
Toby Axelrod and Larry Marks
Thomas Barth
Kristen and Evan Benjamin
Eric Berke
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Sari Boren
Nan Borod
Dr. Susan Boruchoff
Monica Bradsher
Barbara and Robert Brown
Bruce Brumberg
Mr. Harold Bursztajn
Fay Bussgang
Alan Cetel
Mary Ann Chacon
Judith Chasin
Catherine and Harvey Cotton
Jessica Coughlin
Stephanie Davis
Linda and Allan Dunn
Linda Ellenbogen
Linda and John Freeman
Mr.  Ilya Freytsis
Jeanne Traxler  
	 and Robert Goisman
Bonnie and Franklin Gold
Ms. Carolyn Greenberg
Nancy Greenberg
Mrs. Judith  Hayes
Donald Hyman
Cynthia Jackson
Robin Jackson-Miller
Robin Jaeger
Samantha Katzen
Michal and Dallas Kennedy
John Ketner
Judith Klau
Susan Cohen and Michael Klein
Janet Kolodner
Robin Kopelman & Dan Fogelman
B. Minde Kornfeld, Esq.
Susan Kornfeld
Martha Koster
Yelena Lembersky
Lessing-Rosenfeld Family Fund
Dr. Renee Levi
Mr. Daniel Lieber
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2025 PHILANTHROPIC GIVING

$50,000+ 
Judi and Larry Bohn
Myra Musicant and Howard Cohen
Combined Jewish Philanthropies
Covenant Foundation
Ronald Druker
The Klarman Family Foundation
Krupp Family Foundation
The Krupp Foundation
Millicent C. Starr Charitable Trust
Phillip and Bernice Krupp 		
	 Foundation for Jewish Life
Jack, Joseph and Morton  
	 Mandel Foundation

$25,000+
CANVAS
Alan Dana and Myer Dana
Lizbeth and George Krupp
Mass Cultural Council
The Miriam Fund
Lay Lee Ong
The William and Lia G. Poorvu 	
	 Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald  
	 and Susan Slavet

$18,000+
Anonymous
Diane and Neil Exter
Jackson and Irene Golden 1989 	
	 Charitable Trust
Mrs.  Harriet Goldin
Natty and Carl Hoffman
Joseph & Rae Gann  
	 Charitable Foundation
Jessica and Joshua Lutzker
Marilyn and Dale Okonow
Suzanne Priebatsch
Lynn Schusterman
Rosalyn Slifka
Shari and Robert Thurer
Nicole Zatlyn and Jason Weiner

$10,000+
Annenberg Foundation
The Beker Foundation
Jennifer and Jeffrey Blecher
Kerry and Michael Epstein
Erving Industries, Inc.
Lara Freishtat
Linda and Michael Frieze
Rabbi Wesley Gardenswartz  
	 and Ms. Shira Goodman

Morris Housen and Melissa Ellis
Jill and Jeff Karp
Lis Tarlow and Steve Kay
Debbie and Geoffrey Kurinsky
Anna Markus
Amy and Mark McKeag
Lorre Polinger and  
	 Donald Wertlieb
Katarzyna and David Schwarzman
Karen and Gilbert Winn
Lisa Resnek and Chris Wyett

$5,000+
Susan and Aron Ain
Kathy and Michael Azeez
Rachel and David Fine
Jane and Jeff Freedman
Marilyn Glater
Molly Goodman
Judy and Steve Kaye
Rachel Coben and Roger Klein
Rebecca Kotkin  
	 and Don Steinberg
Peri and James Kutchin
Marcia and Alan Leifer
Shirah Rosin and Brian Lester
Frank Lowenthal
Michael B. Rukin Charitable Fund
Maxine Murnick
Wendy and Michael Price
Nancy Raphael
Cara and Noah Schlesinger
Michelle Barmazel 
	 and Kevin Steinberg
Caron and Kevin Tabb
Karen Teller

$1,800+
Jane Adolph and Bill Poznik
The Martin Salomon Morton 		
	 and Gustel Schreiber  
	 Morton Foundation
Susan and Cary Benjamin
Mr. Joe Berman
Myra and Larry Brodney
Claudia Davidoff
Elisa Entine
Diane Epstein
Odile and Barry Fidelman
Abigail Fierman  
	 and Michael Grossman
Maxine Goldberg
Amanda and Campe Goodman
Beth and Lawrence Greenberg

Brittany Greenfield
Gary Greenfield
Christen and Thomas Hazel
Varda and Marvin Konstam
Levine Chapels
Jeffrey Lorch
Julie Nadal
David Orlinoff
Wendy Perlman  
	 and Peter Antoszyk
Adam and Elika Portnoy
Valerie and Larry Post
Seth Priebatsch
Sue and Bernie Pucker
Sari Anne Rapkin
Caroline Reeves and Jim Lee
Robert Roth
Alan and Debora Rottenberg
The Sager Family
Emily and Adam Samansky
Judy Shapiro and Brian Nadler
Fran and Dennis Slutsky
Julie Somers and Moe Blaustein
Jerome Somers
Lynne Spencer
Town Fair Tire Foundation
Elaine and Alan Weiler
Ilana Braun and Jed Weiss
Susann Wilkinson
Deanna Wolk
Robyn Yee

$1,000+
Anonymous
New England Foundation  
	 for the Arts
Ms. Marlene Aron
Denise Aronson
Dana Bogen and Blair Bateson
Rhoda and Martin Bress
Dorothea and Sheldon Buckler
Sharon E. Cohen
Doris Cole
Julie and Daniel Dain
Arlene Franklin
Brenda and Harvey Freishtat
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Leslie Gaffin
Polly Gambrill Slavet
Deborah Goldberg
Prof. Barbara Wallace  
	 Grossman, PhD
Amy Gerson and Louis Grossman
Lisa and Stephen Lebovitz
Gloria and Laurence Lieberman

The Vilna is grateful for the generosity of all individuals, corporations, and foundations.
Donors listed made gifts to The Vilna between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025. Every effort has been made to list names 
properly. If you have any questions, please contact the Development Team.

10



LIVE PERFORMANCE: 
NIGHTINGALE OF IRAN
Thursday, October 8,  
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

The Vilna is proud to launch a 
new partnership with the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum in 2026, 
opening with a collaboration 
around The Book of Esther in the 
Age of Rembrandt. Nightingale of 
Iran illuminates the Persian Jewish 
roots of the Esther story through 
performance and conversation 
with sisters Galeet Dardashti, a 
musician and scholar of Middle 
Eastern Jewish culture, and 
Danielle Dardashti, an Emmy-
winning documentarian.

2025 PHILANTHROPIC GIVING

American Association of 	
     Jewish Holocaust Survivors

Arlekin Players Theater

Ayin Press

Beacon Hill Books

Beacon Hill Civic Association

Boston by Foot

Boston Jewish Film

Boston Symphony Orchestra

Boston University/ 
     Wheelock College

Boston’s 3G

Brandeis University  
     Alumni Association

Brandeis University Hillel

Chagigah/WERS Radio

Combined Jewish Philanthropies

Consulate General of Israel  
     to New England

Congregation Dorshei Tzedek

EL AL Israel Airlines

Facing History and Ourselves

Festival of New Jewish Music

Fresh Truck

Gann Academy

Gateways: Access to  
     Jewish Education

Hadassah Brandeis Institute

Hebrew College

Hillel Council of New England

IPF Atid

Jewish Book Council

Jewish Community  
     Day School

Jewish Community  
     Relations Council

Jewish Womens Archive

Maimonides School

Mesibat Maccabee

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Music at the Blissful

Needham Community    
     Education

Old North Church

OneTable

Penguin/Random House

Pucker Gallery

Rashi School

Rekindle

Repair the World

Resonance Match

Ruderman Fellows Program

Schusterman Center  
     for Israel Studies

Shalom Hartman Institute

Spencer Preservation

Temple Emanuel, Newton

Temple Shir Tikva, Wayland

The Moth

Trident Booksellers

WBUR Radio

Yiddish Book Center

2025 PARTNERS

Under $180 (continued)
Ms. Ellen Lipsey
Jesse Lipson
Maureen Lumley
Mr. James P Maloney Jr
Corine Milgram
Nancy and Craig Miller
Rekha Murthy
Miriam Nussbaum
Vicki Oleskey
Ms. Jane Papa
Adrienne and David Paskind
Mr. Steven Pell
Drs.  James and Beverly Philip
Andi Pollinger
Ms. Marli Porth
Mr. Gerald Richman
Ms. Janet Rosenblatt
Ms. Sue Rosenstrauch
Harold Rudnick
Marc Sacks
Mr. Jack Schier
Ms. Susan Schiffer
Amy Schiffman
Ms. Penny Schwartz
Betty Solbjor
Mrs. Susan and Mr. Alan Solomont
Roseanne and Edward
Karen and Robert Sweet
The Uniterra Foundation
Karen Thompson
Maria and George Tsokos
Ms. Leslie Warshaw
Dr.  Jonathan Weinberg
Gerri Weiss
Arlene and Henry Winkleman
Ms. Joyce Yaffee
Lynne Young

LEGACY SOCIETY
The Vilna is forever 
grateful for the support 
of individuals who have 
made arrangements 
to include The Vilna 
in their estate plans. 
Leaving a legacy helps 
to ensure that The Vilna 
thrives for generations  
to come.

Dorothea and Shelly Buckler
Patricia Cook
Deborah and Ron Feinstein
Leslie Friedman
Judith Klau
Heidi Meyer
Evvajean Mintz
Marilyn and Dale Okonow
Lay Lee Ong
Eileen and Stephen Samuels
Sandy and Jack Swartz
Karen Teller
Shari and Robert Thurer

SAVE THE DATE
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BEYOND  
BUBBIE’S KITCHEN:  
BOSTON’S FAVORITE 
JEWISH FOOD FESTIVAL
Sunday, November 22, 
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Bubbie’s Kitchen is back with 
a new home at The Vilna! This 
can’t-miss tasting festival draws 
hundreds of guests for modern 
takes on traditional Jewish 
favorites from the city’s top 
chefs and restaurants.
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